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This study examined the relationship between child sexual abuse and alcohol use. The
sample for this study consisted of 30 youth in a group home at Open Gate. The group
home housed both male and female sexual offenders. A questionnaire was self
administered. The questionnaire was given on a weekday while the residents were not in
school, preferably in the afternoon when school was out. The questionnaire was given in
the group home in the family room where the residents meet everyday for group sessions.
There were tables and chairs in the family room where the residents were able to complete
the questionnaire comfortably and quietly.
The results of the questionnaire were analyzed by frequency distribution and
chi-square. The major finding in this study concluded that there is a relationship between
child sexual abuse and alcohol abuse. This study also provided a fi-amework for defining
the rationale as to how one becomes a sexual abuser. This study also examined the
relationships among families that abuse alcohol. The outcome was that there is a
significant relationship between child sexual abuse and alcohol abuse. The literature
review and the responses from the questionnaire supported the relationship.
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Is alcohol involved when children molest or have been molested? The significance of
addressing this possible relationship is supported with the following alarming
documentation. Sexual abuse ofchildren is emerging as one of the major kinds of child
abuse. Alcohol has been known to play a key part in the abuse ofchildren sexually. Since
many people have found the subject too dreadful to talk about, it was easy for them to think
it rarely happened.
Sexual abuse is defined as the involvement of dependent, developmentally immature
children and adolescents in sexual activities that they do not fully comprehend, to which
they are unable to give informed consent, or that violate the social taboos of family roles. ^
According to Judith Mishne, alcohol plays a key part in the sexual abuse ofchildren in that
alcohol might be given to the child or the adult might be under the influence. When a child
is under the influence ofalcohol he or she has no control over his or her thoughts. The
child is not able to give consent for the sexual activity to take place. The alcohol adds to
the abuse as a problem.^
1
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William F. Dodds, Personal experiences ofwomen who survived childhood
sexual abuse in the home: Speaking out. Fighting back. (Seattle: Mandrona publishers,
1991), 151.
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Judith Marks Mishne, Clinical Work with Adolescents (Htv/York: The Free
Press, 1987), 29.
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There are two major types of child sexual abuse, the first one is familial abuse which
includes incest. “Incest is sexual abuse by a blood relative who is assumed to be part of the
child’s nuclear family.”^
The second form ofchild sexual abuse is extrafamilial abuse which includes pedophilia
and child pornography. A pedophile is an adult whose primary sexual orientation is toward
children. Child pornography is when a child is used to produce sexually explicit material
such as graphics, photographs, films, slides, magazines, and books."^ Sexual exploitation,
another term frequently used, is indeed apt; these children and adolescents are “exploited”
because sexual abuse robs them of their developmentally determined control over their own
bodies; and of their own preference, with increasing maturity, for sexual partners on an
equal basis. This is so whether the child has to deal with a single, overt, and perhaps violent
act, usually committed by a stranger; or with incestuous acts, forceful or otherwise, often
continued over many years. ^ In past research, according to Groth, alcohol has been
known to play a significant role in child sexual abuse.
It is believed by Groth that perpetrators who are under the influence ofalcohol had the
knowledge of knowing that it is important to have their victims under the influence of
alcohol. Perpetrators know it is almost impossible to fully molest or sexually abuse
someone ifnot under the influence of alcohol.^
^Cynthia Crosson Tower, Understcmding ChildAbuse andNeglect (Allyn and
Bacon, 1993), 137.
'‘ibid., 137.
^Ruth S. Kempe and C. ChildAbuse (Harvard University Press
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1978), 43.
^Norman Groth, Men Who Rape (New York; Plenum Publishing, 1979) , 14.
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Starting with the facts, according to a Congressional Committee report, 50-80% ofall
sexual abuse cases go unreported in the United States. One in three girls have been sexually
assaulted, by age 13, by someone they know.^ One in ten males have been sexually assaulted,
by the age 13, by someone they know. Twenty-nine percent ofoffenders are strangers to the
child.* Between 1980-1984 there was a 459% increase in reported children sexual crimes.
Out of the 459% increase ofchild abuse crimes, 45% of those children were under the
influence of alcohol.^ In 75 to 85% of the cases reported, the offender is someone known to
the immediate family. Ninety seven percent of the offenders are males and 3% are females.
Child abuse victims range in age from infancy to adolescence.
Groth further suggests “by far the most important indicator of future abuse for both
perpetrator and victim is a history of prior victimization.” Seventy four percent ofoffenders
have one or more prior convictions for sexual offenses against a child. The perpetrator has
been known for using alcohol as a reason for abusing children sexually, in addition to the prior
history ofbeing abused themselves. Eighty-two percent of the offenders committed their first
offense when under thirty years of age. * * It has been reported that about 80 percent of
perpetrators were abused as children or adolescents.
7
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Judith S. Seixas & Geraldine Youth. Children ofAlcoholism (Crown Publishers,
Inc. New York, 1985), 65.
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For those who study patterns of child abuse and, more especially, for those who have the
task ofmanaging practical cases, the realization is that, in families where any form of abuse has
begun and apparently come to be accepted, there seems to be an almost inevitable repetition of
this type ofbehavior from one generation to the next. Given the magnitude ofperpetrators
have been children or adolescent victims, there is a concern regarding this type ofbehavior.
Seixas and Youth indicate that a child who is neglected, or abused, whether emotionally,
sexually or physically, seems to carry that abuse, like a curse, into adult life, and to be almost
driven to inflicting some kind of abuse on his or her own children. These authors describe
that a victim of child sexual abuse occasionally become sexual abusers themselves. While most
victims of sexual abuse do not sexually abuse other children, some do.
Seixas and Youth further state most sexual abusers were themselves the victims of sexual
abuse at one time. An adult who appears to survive early personal abuse almost always has a
burden of anger and guilt which is most visibly expressed in recurring violence and invisibly, in
the internal psychological struggles with his/her own emotions.
The consequences ofchild sexual abuse can be devastating for some. Seixas and Youth
found in their study of child sexual abuse victims that 38 percent had attempted to commit
suicide. Most sexual abusers were the victims of sexual abuse themselves in the past and the
new abuse brings back many unpleasant memories for them. If alcohol was a part of the
original abuse, Seixas and Youth indicate that the smell ofalcohol alone may cause them to
remember the abuse and that can also cause them to have unpleasant memories. Of437




psychiatric hospital for emotional problems, 61 reported on incestuous involvement, with the
average age of the first incident being eleven years old.
It is significant to note that child sexual abuse was a secret and not openly discussed for
decades. However discussion about sexual abuse is no longer a taboo. Child sexual abuse is
a subject that cannot be explained, discussed, or examined without
relating painfiil situations. With new awareness of the true dimensions of the problem, this
subject is beginning to receive the attention in treatment, prevention, and research.
A study examined the school performance, suicidal involvement, disordered eating
behaviors, pregnancy risk and chemical use of teenagers with a history of sexual or parental
alcohol misuse. Results show that these teenagers had higher rates of these adverse outcomes
than among a comparison group without such background risk factors. As far as the adults
becoming dysfunctional it is meant that they are unable to deal with a lot of issues surrounding
the childhood sexual abuse. In most cases they grow up to become sexual abusers and they
also make bad choices when it comes to a mate in their lives.
Statement Of The Problem
In the past three decades among others, Becher found that fi'om 1972 to 1992 child sexual
abuse was a problem. Within those ten years people became appalled at child sexual abuse.
Every year, thousands ofyoungsters fall prey to deviant adults. The molesters may be daycare
workers, students, teachers, sitters, financial consultants, truckers, people
‘^Ibid., 72.
'^Ibid., 81.
^Joseph Chandy and Michael D. Resnick, Child & Adolescent Social Work Journal
(Oct 1996); 411-432.
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ofall walks of life. Many of these people also abuse alcohol along with the sexual abuse of
children. Sexual offenders, whose primary victims are children, are people in every
profession, social class, ethnic background, and religious persuasion. Resnick and Chandy
indicate that by conservative estimates that there were 4 million child molesters within the
United States population in 1996. Of this number, around 95 percent were male and 5 percent
were female.
The problem that exists with child sexual abusers is that many people within society are
more likely to be someone who has molested a child(ren) or someone has been molested as a
child. The percentage of children who molest other children are more likely to be children in
almost every neighborhood.
Therefore, a major concern of child sexual abusers, as it relates to alcohol, is that it may be
used by offenders to reduce their resistance to advances. Alcohol may also be used by the
abuser to lessen guilty feelings resulting from the abuse behavior. A study examined whether
childhood victimization leads to increased risk of alcohol abuse in young adulthood and
whether there are different responses by gender and type ofabuse. The connection seems less
robust and more complex than hypothesized.^® Children are victims ofchild sexual abuse by
adults and by older children. Children become victims of sexual abuse more often than adults
and older children.
IS
Edward Becher, Child abuse andneglec^lparents (Spectrum Publishers, New
York 1983), 91.
19,
Richard Resnick and Pamela Chandy, Nathanial Chase, A Child Is Being Beaten
(New York: McGraw-Hill 1975), 136.
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Purpose Of The Study
The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between child sexual abusers and
their use of alcohol. To accomplish the overall purpose, this study sought to identify whether
children who molest other children were under the influence of alcohol when the molestation
occurred and to determine if children who were sexually abused believed that the adult abuser
was under the influence of alcohol. In order to adequately address child sexual abuse, the
factors that contribute to the problem must be identified. The intent was to also identify the
reasons perpetrators would sexually molest a child.
Once factors related to child sexual abuse have been identified, programs must be designed
to address the influences on alcohol along with the abusers behavior. It is significant to social
work education that social workers are all aware of the child sexual abuse that takes place as
frequently as it does. It is important that social workers are fully knowledgeable of the child
sexual abuse so that once the child sexual abuse is brought to the attention of the social work
profession, social workers are educated to respond correctly. This research is important to
the field of social work because it can add to the present literature on child sexual abuse that
has already been researched by former researchers.
This research on child sexual abuse can be added to the education ofsocial work. This
research can be used in the field of social work because adolescents receive direct clinical
services from social workers.
CHAPTER TWO
REVffiW OF LITERATURE
In Chapter two the history of child sexual abuse will be explained along with statistics from
various researchers on child sexual abuse. Also in this chapter there will be various subtopics
which are child adolescents abusers and perpetrators, alcohol use and abuse, incest, alcohol,
theoretical perspective, and related research. These subtopics will be more in depth than the
history on child sexual abuse. This chapter will describe in detail the theoretical framework
and the addiction model that was used to explore the social functioning of the individuals.
There will be two statements of the hypotheses in this chapter also. And last but not the least
the definition of the terms used in the paper will be added in this chapter.
The Scope OfChild Sexual Abuse
Throughout the history ofmankind, children have only sometimes been spared the
indignities, cruelties and horrors that human beings so often inflict upon one another. At
various times, in various places, children have been abandoned, starved, beaten, enslaved,
sexually assaulted, and put to death. ^
8
Reilman Coollidge, Journal ofPersonality andClinical Studies (1992) 7-12.
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One such horror, child sexual abuse, has become a serious social problem in the United States
and in some other industrialized societies, occurs infrequently or not at all in many of the
world’s societies.^ Even children and adolescents have been found to engage in sexual abuse
ofchildren younger than they are.
According to statistics from the American Humane Association, the number of children
reported to authorities as abused or neglected “increased 123 percent over the past 10 years.”
Those are only the children reported; however, there is consensus that those reports are only
the tip of the iceberg and that more children are victimized, but receive no assistance.
Researchers have found that children who are victimized are at great risk to grow up and
victimize other children.
Victims become victimizers and each generation tragically inherits the pain of the previous
generation. The scars ofabuse and neglect include acute and chronic medical and emotional
problems throughout childhood and adult years. Victims often struggle with chronic
depression, suicide attempts and other selfdestructive behavior, chemical dependency, poor
self image, diminished ability to tmst, nightmares, developmental delays, impaired interpersonal
3
relationship, eating disorders, and problems with sexuality.
Hutch suggests that “generally in order to safeguard children against sexual victimization,
they are admonished to watch out for advances from strangers.” For the most part, however,
the child molester is not a stranger, the large majority being in fact known and often related to
their victims states that the child molester is commonly stereotyped as a “dirty old man” or
2
William F. Dodds, Personal experiences ofwomen who survived sexual abuse in the
home: Speaking out. Fighting back. (Seattle: publishers, 1991), 151.
^ Laura M. Hutch, Protect Your Child: A Parents safeguardagainst child
abduction and sexual abuse (New Jersey: Prentice-Hall Inc , 1990), 43-45.
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a“monster”. The fact is that in more than half the cases that are researched it was found that
4
the offender had attempted or comnutted his first sexual assault by the age 16.
Theory
According to Tower there are a variety of theoretical perspectives in the field of social
psychology that might be applied usefully to the problem of sexual abuse, as they have been
applied to some other social and psychological problems. Two ofthe perspectives are
attribution theory and family systems theory. Attribution theory concerns itselfwith the
interpretation and assumptions that people as “naive psychologists” make about their own and
5
other people’s behavior. Attribution theorists have taken an interest in such questions as
what prompts people to hold rape victims responsible for their own rapes.
Tower states that “it would be useful to have a general understanding ofhow sexual
proclivities develop and thus why some individuals come to be sexually interested in children.
Instead there are only sketchy, clinical theories ofwhy some men become pedophiles and
practically no understanding ofhow people in general come to choose certain sexual
objects.
For example, imagine how useful it would be to have an understanding ofhow sexual
dynamics are managed in healthy, nonabusive families so someone could restore a normal
process to those who had been abused. The field of sexual abuse was greatly enriched by
theoretical developments in the general field of human behavior.
The second theory that Tower suggests is family systems theory. Tower suggests that one
factor in particular that has the pooling ofoffender and victim research is family systems
theory. Family systems theory has been one of the most eagerly welcomed theoretical








working with families where sexual abuse has occurred, and has been widely adopted
throughout the field. ^ Two other authors, Finkelhor and Groth in Tower, have identified the
family systems theory as a theory in relation to child abuse, but not specifically with child
sexual abuse. * Family systems theory is used to improve the social functioning of families by
working with the family as a system and changing the interactions and behaviors among family
members.
A similar expansion of a theoretical perspective from a psychopathological model to include
social and cultural factors has taken place in recent years on the subject ofphysical abuse.
Child abusers were at one point considered primarily very emotionally disturbed individuals
who themselves had suffered from serious early childhood trauma. ^
A different set of theories were advanced by Finkelhor. According to Finkelhor there are
four theories that explain the factors relating to child sexual abuse. The four theories that
Finkelhor discusses are: emotional congruence, sexual arousal, blockage, and disinhibition.
Finkelhor’s theories advanced characteristics of the perpetrator rather than the victim.
Emotional congruence states that the facts relating to child sexual abuse by the perpetrator are
related to the perpetrator having low self esteem. Another factor related to emotional




David Finkelhor, A source book on child sexual abuse (Sage Publications, Inc.
1986), 93.
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Finkelhor explains the second theoretical view by stating sexual arousal to factors related to
the reasons why child sexual abuse occurs is because the perpetrator is conditioned from an
early childhood experience. The perpetrator can also be enticed by viewing child pornography
or nude pictures.
Blockage is when the perpetrator has difficulty with relating to adult females. Another
factor related to the child sexual abuse is the perpetrator does not have adequate social skills.
Finkelhor’s theory ofblockage had some characteristics of the perpetrator as it relates to child
sexual abuse but there were no connections of alcohol to sexual abuse. And finally,
disinhibition states that mental retardation is a factor in the abuse of a child sexually due to the
illness of the perpetrator. Alcohol usage is also stated as one of the factors in the abuse of
children by the perpetrator.
Specifically regarding alcohol and child sexual abuse, it has been suggested that sex
addiction whether it be to alcohol as stated in Tower’s research or in research by Finkelhor on
blockage as it relates to alcohol, disinhibition theory is similar to both of the researchers’
studies.
Related Research
The related research focuses on summaries of child sexual abuse and studies that were
conducted on child sexual abuse and alcohol. In related research, different studies will be
explained as they relate to child sexual abuse. The age and gender of the children will also be





someone would molest a child. In the related research the terms extrafamilial perpetrator,
pedophile, and adolescent offender will also be discussed.
Finkelhor suggested that a stream of studies describing the age and sex of children who
were sexually abused had been steadily accumulating. The most common ages were between 8
and 12, although younger and older children were also well represented. Unfortunately, these
facts about age and sex are not designed to illuminate why it is that some children get abused
while others do not.
Finkelhor has indicated that one would ask certain questions when tiying to develop
theories about victims of child sexual abuse. For example, some of those questions would be
“Do victims tend to come predominantly from certain social-class or ethnic background?” “Do
they live in particular kinds of household arrangements?” “Is their family life characteristic in
any way?” One of the few attempts to gather detailed information about the backgrounds of
victims and how they might be different was one made in a study in 1979. A book called
Sexually Victimized Children, which was, in part, a report on a study of 796 college students
and the sexual abuse that some of them had experienced, was written in 1979. The study
reported that 19% of the women and 9% of the men in the sample had had some kind of sexual
victimization during childhood. These victimization experiences were defined as sexual
encounters ofchildren under age 13 with persons at least 5 years older than themselves and
encounters of children 13-16 with persons at least 10 years older. Information about the
family background of the student participants was gathered in the study.
Girls from families with incomes of less than 10,000, 33% were sexually victimized,
compared to a rate of 19% for the sample as a whole. In other words, lower income girls
David Finkelhor, ChildSexualAbuse, (Nev/York: Free Press, 1984) , 24.
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were two thirds more likely to be victimized than the average girl. However, Finkhelor
cautioned by no means that these findings lead people to the conclusion that sexual
victimization is rare among affluent. Finkhelor stated on the contrary, the high prevalence in
this college student group implies the opposite. Regarding girls from families with incomes of
over $20,000, nearly 20% encountered sexual \nctimization.
In another study by Finkelhor a clinical study attempted to reconstruct the sexual offense
histories of 108 juvenile offenders younger than the age of 16 who had been referred to the
Toronto Family Court Clinic between 1980 and 1988.' ^ The subjects were divided into three
groups; 49 sexual assaulters, 45 child molesters, and 24 nonsexual offender delinquents. The
data was gathered from members as a part of the clinical process. The results indicated that
40% of the child molesters had a history of previous child molestation. Among the sexual
assaulters, 61% had committed a previous sexual assault.'^
Fehrenbach, Smith, Monastersky, and Deisher studied 297 adolescent males who had been
referred to the University ofWashington Juvenile Sexual Offender Program for evaluation and
treatment between 1976 and 1981. Based on clinical interviews with the subjects and their
families, it was determined that 57% of these youths had committed some type of sexual
offense prior to the referral offense. Seventy percent committed the same type ofoffense as
the instant offense. In addition, 44% had also committed at least one nonsexual offense.
''’ibid.





Rubinstein, Yeager, Goodstein, and Lewis conducted a study on adolescent sexual
offenders into adulthood. The researchers examined a group of 19 sexually assaultive males
and a comparison group of 58 youths who had committed violent but nonsexual offenses
during an 8-year period after release fi'om a juvenile correctional institution.
The findings revealed that 37% of the sexually assaultive juveniles have an adult criminal
record for one or more “first or second degree sexual assaults,” whereas 10% of the violent
comparison group had a record ofadult sexual assault. According to Rubinstein, Yeager,
Goodstein, and Lewis, only subjects with records ofbeing sexually assaultive as juveniles
committed multiple sexual offenses as adults.
Even though there were specific statistics on juveniles who were sexually abused as children
and juveniles who have records to show their past arrest history ofoffenses, alcohol was not
specifically related to these offenses.
Rubinstein, Yeager, Goodstein, and Lewis state quite naturally, many of the questions
being asked concern how the sexual abuse ofboys compares to the sexual abuse ofgirls. Is it
widespread? Does it occur at the same age? Does it involve the same type ofoffenders?
Recordkeeping about cases of sexual abuse has progressed to the point where information
about the great numbers of sexual abuse cases, includes cases ofabused boys.^® Theses
authors also raised the issue about the difference between boys and girls and who was sexually
molested more than the other. The theoretical perspectives as related under the theory section
of this research state that Finkehlor did not find that boys were sexually molested more than
girls. Although the description of the perpetrator was discussed there was no discussion of







In addition to Rubinstein, Yeager, Goodstein, and Lewis’ discussion ofage and gender. Tower
and Groth discussed different types ofchild sexual abuse offenders.
. There are three types of child sexual abuse offenders that will be discussed. The three
types ofchild sexual abuse are extrafamilial perpetrators, pedophiles, and adolescent offenders.
Pedophiles also discuss the fixated offender and the regressed offender which will also be
discussed.
The first offender is the extrafamilial perpetrator. The extrafamilial perpetrators who are
the outside abusers exhibit similar characteristics in terms ofa disturbed family history. There
appears to be more childhood physical abuse present among children. Many experienced
sexual abuse as children, but data indicate that some pedophiles witnessed rather than
experienced the abuse and may be modeling their behavior in this manner. Interesting data
fi'om a study of incarcerated male sex offenders by Seghom, Pretky, and Boucher suggest a
higher number ofmen had been sexually abused as children. Tower states that in a comparison
of rapists and child molesters, the researchers found that child molesters were more likely to
have been victimized by someone outside their family, although the family at the time of
victimization appeared to be in turmoil. An assault from a family member appears to
produce aggressive behavior such as rape directed toward adults. Assaults from a non-family
member creates an individual who abuses children. It should be emphasized, however, that not
all children who were abused become perpetrators.




The second offender is the pedophile. Although sexual addiction may be one way of
explaining the behavior ofperpetrators, the most widely used categorization to explain the
motivations ofperpetrators is Groth’s typology of the fixated and regressed pedophile.
The fixated offender is one whose primary orientation is to children, predominately male
children. His compulsive, premeditated abuse is based on his need to repeat his own past
victimization. Emotionally, he is fixated in adolescence and his maladaptive resolution of life
issues creates an individual who is not distressed or guilty about his behavior. He has little
heterosexual interests in agemates unless the woman has children of the age that interests him.
The regressed offender is one who has achieved a tenuous developmental level in
adulthood, but who is motivated by crises and conflicts to regress to an interest in children. He
chooses primarily female children in an attempt to find an undemanding adult female substitute
and sees this child as a miniadult. This individual’s abuse is impulsive and episodic,
precipitated by stress. He often seeks closeness and an all loving mother. The regressed
offender may also coexist sexually with an agreement, often appear to maintain a relatively
normal relationship, and may be involved in the use or abuse of alcohol
The third and final offender that will be discussed is the adolescent offender. One
population that, until recently was not studied, is the adolescent perpetrator. Adolescents are
not likely to be reported as offenders due to their age and society’s concept of typical
adolescent issues. Teenagers explore their sexuality during these years. As a result, most
parents and even mental health professionals do not take sexual molestation by a teen
seriously, even though its impact on the victim may be significant. The abusing adolescent
Norman Groth,Men Who Rape (New York: Plenum Publishing, 1979), 150.
^'^Ibid., 150.
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may be someone who is close to the family or knows the victim well, which again causes adults
to discount the likelihood of the abuse occurring. Yet at least 20 percent of the offenders seen
by Groth described assaulting a child when they were adolescents.^^
In addition, Finkelhor found in his study of college students that one third of the 119
women reporting a past history of abuse said the perpetrator was a male between 10 and 19
years old. Of the 23 men in the study, 9 were victimized by a male between 10 and 19 years
of age.
Perhaps the most convincing research in the area ofunderstanding the perpetrator is that of
Finkhelhor who states there are four preconditions for sexual abuse to take place. The first is
that the perpetrator must be motivated to abuse. Motivation is based on three factors:
emotional congruence, sexual arousal, and blockage ofnormal outlets. Emotional congruence
is the need of the perpetrator for the child to satisfy some emotional need. The perpetrator’s
choice of a child is a result of his need to feel powerful and in control because of his arrested
emotional development or his reenactment ofhis own childhood trauma.
The perpetrator must then be sexually aroused by the child. Some perpetrators misinterpret
children’s need for affection and attention and assume they are being sexually seductive. Child
pornography as well as the male tendency to sexualize emotions may contribute to the
perpetrator’s sexual interests.
The perpetrator’s motivation to abuse is a result of a blockage ofnormal outlets for his
sexual and affectional needs. A fear of adult females, based perhaps on an unresolved
^^Ibid., 152.
^^David Finkelhor, ChildSexualAbuse (New York: Free Press, 1984), 440.
^^Ibid., 444.
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Oedipal conflict, castration anxiety, or early trauma, complicated by inadequate social skills,
can create such a blockage.
In more recent writing and according to Hutch there are adolescents between the ages of 8
and 9 who sexually abuse and fondle children who are younger than they are. The age of these
children that they sexually abuse and fondle are between the age of ISmonths and 3 years
old. 28
Children and Adolescents as Abusers and Perpetrators
According to Hutch there are facts that state offenders who sexually molest by the age 16
are also abusers ofalcohol use. Children who are between the age of9-16 and are child sexual
abusers have had at least 2 drinks ofalcohol by the time their first sexual abuse crime has been
committed. Although most identified offenders are adults, this only reflects the point at which
their behavior is recognized as an offense, not the onset of their sexual pathology. Because
the sexual victimization ofchildren is so reprehensible, the offender is perceived to be some
sort ofdepraved monster. Again, in research, by and large this not the case. A child sexual
abuser’s offenses have been more the product of immaturity than malicious intent, and in many
respects the offender may otherwise be living a competent, law-abiding, and productive life.
Unfortunately, when people expect the offender to be a monster and the accused is a
respectable person, then doubt is shed on the veracity of the victim’s allegations. The child is
thought to be mistaken or making up the abuse. Most children do not have the knowledge or
sexual vocabulary to make up explicit stories about sexual abuse. According to Wood,
“parents should always believe a child when he or she is disclosing something about sexual
28
LauraM. Hutch. Protect Your Child: A Parents safeguard against child
abduction and sexual abuse (New Jersey: Prentice-Hall Inc., 1990), 46.
25 Ibid.
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abuse. To not act, and accuse the child of lying could be detrimental and even life threatening,
especially if this unheeded disclosure is discovered by the offender.”
Generally speaking there have not been any social or demographic characteristics that
differentiate the child molester from the general population: not their race, religion,
intelligence, education, vocation, socioeconomic class, or the like. What was found byWood
was that pedophile cuts across the whole spectrum ofdiagnosis categories, but for the most
part we are not dealing with persons who are mentally ill but who are emotionally troubled.
Through observation according to Wood he observed 15 girls and 12 boys over a two
month period, it has been observed that alcohol and drug abuse play a relatively minor role in
the commission of such offenses, that females as well as males sexually molest children
although such offenses are less socially visible and under-reported, that preadolescent boys and
girls are at risk ofbeing sexually victimized, and that men who sexually molest boys are
misidentified as homosexuals when they are in fact pedophiles.
Alcohol Use And Abuse
Alcohol use and abuse and child sexual abuse are so aversive that the problem is not only
found in textbooks, social work journals, and several other related texts, this problem is also
found in newspapers all across the nation. For example, some of the states that have published
certain articles relating to child sexual abuse as a problem in their local city newspapers are:
Houston Cronicle, Washington Post, New York Times, Detroit News, Chicago Tribune, and
many others.
Wendy Wood MA and Leslie Hatton, Triumph over darkness. Understanding and




Studies show that somewhere between 10% and 33% ofchild sexual abuse offenders are
alcoholics. Little research has been found in the relation of child sexual abuse to drug
addiction.^^ Spiecker also states that most of the child sexual abusers have used drugs in the
past or it does not play a key part in the abuse as it relates to the present child sexual abuse.
While the use ofmarijuana and crack cocaine is not the significance ofthis study, alcohol is the
main focus of this research.
According to Schutze a writer for the Houston Chronicle, a man was accused of seducing
boys as young as 9; keeping one as a full-time concubine over a three year period; using
“Everclear,” a potent form of alcohol, to render targets defenseless; then threatening him with
the shame and guilt to keep them quiet. It was also stated that some of the boys have had to
face what their abuser had done to them later in life, which has made them have problems
spiritually and physically.
According to Valentine a writer for theWashington Post in Howard County, DC, a 71
year old man was charged with the luring of three girls ages 9 to 13 to his home with cigarettes
and alcohol, showing them pornographic videos and fondling them during numerous visits. He
was also found guilty of similar charges involving a 9 year old girl and placed on five years’
supervised probation. As a condition ofhis probation, he was ordered to stay away fi'om the
victim and her family and to enter a county sex offender treatment program.
According to Johnson who writes for the New York Times, reports there were three men at
a Naval Submarine School in Groton CT who were arrested and charged with sexually
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^^Jim Schutze, “Diocese defends itselfagainst charges/Did the church cover up for a
priest who may be a pedophile.,” Houston Chronicle (Nov 12,1997), 1.
36
Paul Valentine, Washington Post, “Man, 71, Charged With Fondling Girls; Laurel
Resident, on Probation, Lured Them With Liquor, Cigarettes.” (Aug 23, 1997), 6.
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assaulting a 16 year old girl at motel room run by the Navy after they gave her alcohol and
marijuana. There was another man in the room but he did not take a part in the assault, in fact
he backed up most of the girl’s testimony
Stout, in his study reported a public high school English teacher in New York had sex with
several girls in sessions that included alcohol and drugs, watching pornographic films and
making videotapes of their encounters. The teacher was arrested and was charged with rape,
3S
promoting a sexual performance by a child and endangering the welfare of a child.
Based on a article by Michael Brown in Houston, TX, a man was charged with two counts
of indecency -with a child in connection with incidents in which he allegedly gave members of
the girls softball team he coaches alcohol and then fondled them. He was also charged with
suspicion of sexually assaulting five girls after plying them with alcohol and drugs.
Author Greg Poelker reported, in August 1994 two men, one 33 and one 19, were accused
of luring two 13 year old girls to a house in Hicksville, NY, serving them alcohol and showing
them pornographic videos before sexual assaulting them. The two men were also connected to
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eight other incidents dating back to February 1994.
According to Dowling, Ronald Lloyd Moffat, a Dearborn, MI man, used a 15 year old
neighborhood girl with sex tapes, alcohol and drugs to lure junior high school boys into his
Alfred Johnson, New York Times, “Three Sailors Are Charged in a Sexual Assault.”
(July 12, 1996) , 5.
38
David Stout, New York Times, “Bronx teacher is arrested in sex and drugs scandal.”
(Nov 8, 1995) , 27.
39
Michael Brown, Houston Post, “Softball Coach Faces 2 Counts of Indecency.”
(May 4, 1992) , 12.
40
Greg Poelker, New York Times, “2 men are charged in luring and abusing teen-age
girls.” (April 15, 1994), 5.
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home so he could have sex with them. Ronald was also charged with child molestation, where
he used alcohol and marijuana to seduce teenage boys at his cabin in 1989.'**
Jada Saenz, 19, was accused ofusing two teenage boys to lure a 13 year old and 12 year
old girl to his Chicago, IL apartment, drugging them with tranquilizer-spiked alcohol, then
videotaping his sexual assault of the 13 year old girl. Jose Mercado was arrested on August
10, 1995 and charged with sexually abusing at least four boys in his Brooklyn, NY apartment.
Mercado had dressed as a woman and lured the boys into his home to drink alcohol, smoke
marijuana, watch pornographic movies and engage in sexual contact.
Based on a report in Houston by Terry Kliewer, a new grand jury reindicted four teenage
boys in Washington County, TX accused of raping a 13 year old girl after luring her away from
a June 28, 1996 party where everyone was drinking. There, police found pornographic books.
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Carrie Dowling, Detroit News, “Man Lured Boys for Sex, Police Say.” (April 20,
1989), 1.
Julie Irwin, Chicago Tribune, “Park Ridge man held in child assault” (Nov 23,
1994), 1.
Chuck Sudetic, New York Times, “Brooklyn man is charged with abuse of four boys”
(Dec4, 1995), 2.
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videotapes and dozens of rolls of film and photos showing teenage boys in various stages of
undress and performing sexual acts/*^
Incest
Psychologist Henry Giarreto, Founder of the Child Sexual Abuse Treatment Program in
Santa Clara, California, estimates that more than 250,000 children in this country are molested
in their homes each year. Dr. David Finkelor of the University Of New Hampshire points out
that if no more than 10 percent of all girls and 2 percent of all boys were sexually abused, that
would total 210,000 children under the age of eighteen each year. Some researchers think that
these projections are too low.'*^ Grandfather-granddaughter incest is reported to account for
10 percent ofall reported cases of childhood sexual abuse in the family. According to Dr. J.
Conte, University ofChicago, 47 percent of sexual abusers are members of the children’s own
families. An additional 40 percent of the abusers are strangers.'*^ These figures would suggest
that at least three million American women may be suffering fi-om long term effects ofearlier
sexual abuse by fathers, stepfathers or other male relatives.'*^ Sometimes other family
members have been victims of sexual abuse in the past and the new abuse brings back
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Terry Kliewer, Houston Chronicle, “New grand jury reindicts four Brenham
teenagers in rape case.” (Oct 15, 1996) ,18.
David Finkelhor and Meyer L. Williams and Nanci Bums. Nursery Crimes, Sexual
Abuse In Day Care (Newbury Park: Sage Publications, 1988), 21-25.
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many unpleasant memories for them.
Gary Dunn, Joseph Ryan, and Cynthia Dunn conducted a study with 4 boys at the age of
17 and 4 girls at the age of 17 on myths and facts concerning incest, the teenagers states that
the majority ofthe cases that are reported involve adult men and underage girls. The study
was conducted at their high school home rooms. Among the reported victims of incest, girls
out number the boys seven to one. When the boys are abused or exploited they are usually
victims ofadult males. This is not to say that mother-daughter and mother-son incest does not
take place; and some experts feel that sibling incest is by far the most widespread form of
* 49incest.
Gary Dunn, Joseph Ryan, and Cynthia Dunn, also states that some incestuous situations
involve threatened or perceived violence, but some are tender and thus insidious, collusive, and
very secretive. Incestuous fathers often justify their owm sexual behavior with their daughters
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as a way of teaching them or as a means of keeping them off the streets.
There are generally two relatively distinct kinds ofmothers of incest victims. The more
common is the dependent individual who reverses roles with her daughter. The child
assumes her mother’s responsibility for all family members and takes care ofher mother’s
emotional needs as well.^' The women’s dependency on her husband requires her to
ignore hints and signs and to b6lieve her husband over her own daughter when confronted with
'‘^Ibid., 366.
^^GaryE. Dunn and Joseph J. Ryan and Cynthia E. Dunn, “Trauma symptons in
substance abusers with and without histories of childhood abuse, ” Journal ofPsychoactive
Drugs (1994); 57-60
^°Ibid., 66.
^*David Finkelhor and Meyer L. Williams and Nanci Bums. Nursery Crimes,
“Sexual Abuse In Day Care (Newbury Park; Sage Publications, 1988) ; 21-25.
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the fact of incest. Less common is the stronger mother who frequently is working and can be
financially independent. The woman takes a strong parenting role and can verbally express her
ambivalence toward her husband, whom she casts out upon learning of the incest.
Alcohol
According to author Robert Muller there was an investigation done to show the relationship
in families that abuse alcohol. Results suggest that for fathers, social support and stress each
were independent direct predictor of child maltreatment, and the effect of stress on child
maltreatment. The data also indicated that child maltreatment influenced child
aggressiveness.
Kelleher compared the frequency of alcohol use and symptoms exhibited by adults reporting
child physical abuse or neglect and matched controls. In a case-control study, 169 adults
reporting physical abuse of a child and 209 adults reporting neglect of a child were drawn from
11,662 individuals successfully interviewed in a probabilistic survey in 4 communities.
Studies were compared with controls on the number ofalcohol or drug related symptoms and
disorder diagnosis as determined by symptoms from a diagnostic Interview Schedule. In other
studies, adults reporting physical abuse or neglect of children were much more likely than the
controls to report alcohol abuse or dependence. Parental alcohol abuse and dependence are
controlling factors which are highly associated with child maltreatment. Most agencies
incorporate routine substance abuse evaluations with treatment or referral for treatment in
child abuse and neglect cases.
^^Ibid., 464.
^^Kelly Kelleher, "Alcohol and drug disorders among physically abusive and




Gary Dunn, Josq)h Ryan, and Cynthia Dunn examined the prevalence rate of childhood
abuse in 100 male veterans (mean age 45.1 years) being treated for alcohol and other drug
problems. The extent of trauma symptoms was compared in substance abusers with and
without childhood histories ofphysical, sexual, and emotional abuse. Clinical information
pertaining to history ofchildhood abuse was obtained from medical charts. There were 34
charts that reported a history of childhood abuse. Although this group achieved higher mean
scores on all the scales, in comparison to the non abused group, statistical significance was
absent.
Theoretical Framework
After surveying the findings of the aforementioned studies, one is able to reach certain
conclusions about the behavior of child sexual abusers and their history of alcohol abuse.
These diversified results provide images ofchild sexual abuse debilitating children in areas of
their problematic/emotional behaviors, cognitive functioning, and physical development. The
research correlate issues relating to family structure, maternal beliefs, gender, parental-child
interactions, social learning theory and individual character traits. Though these studies
provide a broad range ofknowledge on these variables, there are some obvious shortcomings
which need to be addressed with further research.
The first limitations ofprevious studies reflect the need for more research specifically
targeting history of alcohol abuse in child sexual abuse. Though many studies focus on
physical abuse ofyounger children and few describe the psychological effects ofbeing sexually
abused, relatively few extensively and primarily investigate the relationship between history of
alcohol abuse and child sexual abuse.
^^Gary E. Dunn, and Joseph J. Ryan and Cynthia E. Ehmn, “Trauma symptons in





In studies listed in related research and theory, alcohol is not the focal point; it is merely
grouped in a listing with other characteristics. Research studying this population has given
extensive attention to the variable of alcohol abuse. There is also emphasis placed on child
molesters and psychological abuse. Another limitation ofprevious studies on child sexual
abuse is that few have used adequate comparison groups composed of children living in homes
with similar socioeconomic statuses. This researcher did not find it difficult to determine if
findings were attributed to alcohol or abuse. Sexual abuse may be defined as non-accidental
serious physical or mental injury, sexual abuse or exploitation, or serious physical or emotional
neglect caused by the acts or omissions of the child’s parents or other persons responsible for
the child’s care or welfare.
While there is not a specific theory that explains alcohol and sexual abuse, learning theory,
family systems theory, and attribution theory were the theories that this study focused on.
Tower has opposed the attribution theory and the family systems theory. According to Tower,
attribution theory concerns itselfwith the interpretation and assumption that people as “naive
psychologists” make about their own and other people’s behavior. Tower also states that
attribution theorists have taken an interest in such questions as what prompts people to hold
rape victims responsible for their own rapes.
Tower also opposed the family systems theory. According to Tower the family systems
theory has been one of the most eagerly welcomed theoretical developments in the field of
mental health in generations. Family systems theory has proven useful for clinicians working
with families where sexual abuse has occurred, and had been widely adopted thourhout the
field.
^^Lynn B. Daughtery. fV^}'Me? Helpfor victims ofchild sexual abuse(even if they
are adults now) (Roswell; Mother Courage Press, 1988), 55-57.
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Cynthia Crossen Tower. UnderstandingChildAbuse AndNeglect. (AUyn and
Bacon 1989), 152.
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On the other hand Finkelhor opposses four theories that explain the factors relating to child
sexual abuse. The four theories are: emotional congruence, sexual arousal, blockage, and
60
disinhibition. The first theory is emotional congruence. One factor relating to emotional
congruence is that the perpetrator is attractive because of lack ofdominance.
The second theory is sexual arousal. One factor related to sexual arousal is that the
perpetrator was conditioned fi'om a early childhood experience. The third theory is blockage.
One factor related to blockage is that the perpetrator does not have adequate social skills. The
fourth and final theory is disinhibition. A factor related to disinhibition states that mental
retardation is an illness of the perpetrator. Alcohol is stated as being a factor in disinhibition
according to Finkelhor.
According to Bacon and Allyn the learning theory is the last theory this study focused on.
Learning theory is a broad approach to human behavior, intergrating principles fi'om social,
developmental, and cognitive psychology. In learning theory, environmental influences are of
concern. From the review of the literature, it was found that, although not valid, adolescents
are more likely to sexually molest a child younger than they are. In view ofthis assumption
one of the theories considered is social learning.
David Finklelhor, A source book on child sexual abuse (Sage Publications, Inc.
1986), 93.
^’ibid., 94.
From the review of the literature, it was found that, although not valid, adolescents are
more likely to sexually molest a child younger than they are. In view of this assumption one
the theories considered is social learning.
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From the review of the literature, it was found that, although not valid, adolescents are
more likely to sexually molest a child younger than they are. In view of this assumption one of
the theories considered is social learning.
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STATEMENT OF HYPOTHESIS
As a result of the literature reviewed concerning factors related to alcohol abuse
among child sexual abuse, the hypothesis of this study is as follows:
Hypothesis 1:
Children molested while molester is under the influence of alcohol are more likely to
molest while they are under the influence of alcohol rather than not under the influence of
alcohol.
The independent variable ofthis study is child sexual abuse. Child sexual abuse is
measured as any sexual contact with a child or the use of a child for the sexual
gratification of someone else. The dependent variable in this study is alcohol abuse.
Alcohol abuse is measured as using alcohol while sexually abusing someone. Drinking
alcohol whether it is beer or wine and any form of liquior is considered serious when
sexual abuse is an issue.
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DEFINITION OF TERMS
Sexual abuse is defined as the involvement of dependent, developmentally immature
children and adolescents in sexual activities that they do not fully comprehend, to which
they are unable to give informed consent, or that violate the social taboos of family role
Pedophilia is an adult whose preference for or addiction to sexual relations with children,
this includes rape and all forms of incest.
Sexual exploitation is when children are exploited because sexual abuse robs them of their
own bodies; and of their own preference, with increasing maturity, for sexual partners on
an equal basis.
Incest is when father-daughter, sister-brother, stepfather-stepdaughter, mother-son,
grandfather-granddaughter, engage in sexual intercourse with each other whether in the
same household or not.
Child molester refers to a significantly older person whose conscious sexual interests and
overt sexual behaviors are directed either particularly or exclusively towards prepubertal
children.
Alcohol abuse refers to a significantly amount of alcohol a person consumes within a
period of one day, whether it is beer, wine, gin, scotch, wine cooler any form of alcohol,




This is a descriptive study which utilized cross-tabulation of two variables, alcohol and
child sexual abuse. This design was implemented in this research to determine which
variables were related and to predict the expected relations of the hypothesis. The data
source of observation consisted of the students from Open Gate Group Home. The
research instrument was a questionnaire containing the independent and dependent
variables in the research problem. The questionnaire was chosen because it was
appropriate to obtain information needed for the research.
Site and Setting
The sample was compiled of students from the Open Gate Group Home. Open Gate is
a group home facility housing students ages nine through seventeen, who have been
adjudicated by the courts and mandated to serve a sentence for committing a delinquent
act (s). The Open Gate Group Home is located in northwest Atlanta, and houses
delinquent adolescent males and females from the Cobb County area. The students have
their individual living quarters, and are not allowed to visit each others living quarters.
The students are mandated to stay at this facility until the time appointed is served. Each
student has several chores and rules they have to follow while in the facility. The students
are also on a point system. This is a system that is designed to motivate the students.
Points are given to the students when they first arrive to the group home. The students
are to maintain as many points a day as they can. Students are given 500 points and points
are deducted once the student becomes defiant. The points are posted throughout the
33
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group home so the students can see their progress on a daily basis. The students are
allowed to attend some of the outside outings according to their progress for the week.
Sample
The population in this study was selected through convience sampling procedure. All
of the students were willing and available to participate in the sampling questionnaire. The
questionnaire was comprised of thirty subjects. It was explained to the population that no
identifying information would be obtained from the subjects in the sample. Once the
subjects completed the questionnaire, the questionnaires were collected in an envelope and
later analyzed by the researcher. The whole population within this facility was used, due
do the students all being sexual abusers and all thirty students being mandated by the
courts to serve a sentence. Due to the abusers being sent to the facility in secrecy
permission was given to the researcher by Mrs. Paula Jarrett-Coleman, Child Protective
Services Supervisor.
Iiistruiuentatioii
The questionnaire utilized in this study is an 18 question survey related to
demographics, juvenile delinquency, alcohol factors, and sexual contact factors. The
questionnaire was adapted by the researcher from Delicia M. Goodman’s questionnaire
utilized in her Master’s thesis entitiled Social and Emotional Factors Related To
Recidivism Rates Among African American Male Juvenile Delinquents.*^^ The
questionnaire was self administered. For those subjects needing help with reading and
understanding the questions, assistance was made available to them by the researcher.
Delicia M. Goodman, Social andEmolional Factors Related To Recidivism
Rates AmongAfrican AmericanMale Juvenile Deliquents. (1996)
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Data Analysis
The data analysis was conducted by utilizing the Statistical Package for Social Sciences
Windows 95 (SPSSWIN) on an at home computer. The Chi-Square and frequency distribution
were utilized to test the linear association between the dependent and independent variables.
The data obtained in this study were coded into a computer and analyzed by the use of a
statistical computer program Statistical Package for the Social Sciences.*^
The frequency distribution provided the percent or rate ofoccurrence for each question in
the survey. Chi square showed the statistical association between the two variables, child
sexual abuse and alcohol use. Chi square determined whether any pattern within the data for
the research sample is so strong and consistent that an inadequate explanation of it Avill be
given. The findings determined the degree of relationship between the independent and
dependent variables Avithin the research problem. In addition, the findings addressed the
research question and hypothesis of this study. Children molested while molester is under the
influence of alcohol are more likely to molest while they are under the influence of alcohol
rather than not under the influence ofalcohol.
^N. H. Nie and D. H. Hull and J. C. Jenkins and K. Steinbrunner. Statistical




Findings of this chapter are presented as follows: demogrpahics, independent variable,
dependent variable, alcohol, and the statistical data analysis will be discussed. Frequency
distribution and Chi-square will also be presented in this chapter. The purpose of this
study was to examine the cross-tabulation between child sexual abuse and alcohol use.







More than halfof the respondents were between the age of 10 and 12 years old
representing 70 percent of the population. There were 10 respondents between the age of
13 and 15 years old. The percentage of the respondents was 20 percent. Ther were 5










There were 10 respondents who were black and their percentage was 30 percent.






Frequency Distribution; Independent and Dependent Variables. The findings are
presented according to the independent variable. Child Sexual Abuse and the dependent
variable Alcohol.
Variable Number Percentage
I. I have committed sexual acts
I was not arrested for.
Not True 18 60.0
Sometimes True 2 6.7
Very True 10 33.3
I have committed sexual
acts in the past.
Not True 22 73.3
Sometimes True 1 3.3
Very True 7 23.3
I try to control my sexual behaviors.
Not True 10 33.3
Sometimes True 8 26.7
Very True 12 40.0
I was sexually molested as a child.
Not True 5 16.7
Sometimes True 1 3.3
Very True 24 80.0
I am aggressive when I molest
someone.
Not True 25 83.3
Sometimes True 2 6.7
Very True 3 10.0
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6. I am violent when I sexually
molest someone.
Not True 27 90.0
Sometimes True 2 6.7
Very True 1 3.3
In table three, the findings for question one were more than halfof the respondents
had committed a sexual acts for which they were not arrested for. The percentage of
respondents was 60 percent, that percent was of nine respondents. There were 33.3
percent of the respondents who stated they had also committed sexual acts for which they
. had been arrested. Out of the 33.3 percent there were 10 respondents who state the
sexual act was very true. There were 2 out of the 6.7 percent of the respondents have
committed sexual acts that they were not arrested for.
In question two of table three the findings were: 73.3 percent of respondents who
stated they had not committed sexual acts in the past six months; only 3.3 percent stated
they had committed sexual acts in the past six months and their responses were sometimes
true; and 23.3 respondents also states they have committed sexual acts in the past six
months.
In table three question three, the findings were; out of 30 respondents 40 percent
stated that they do not try to control their sexual behaviors; 20 percent stated that they try
to control their sexual behaviors; another 40 percent of the respondents stated that they
try to control their sexual behaviors; 40 percent out of 30 respondents stated that they try
to control themselves form being sexually abused; and 26.7 percent stated that they also
try too control themselves from being sexually abused.
In table three question four, the findings were; out of the 30 respondents 33.3 percent
stated that they do not try to control themselves from being sexually abused; 80 percent
of the respondents had been sexually abused as a child. There were 20 percent who stated
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that they were molested as children. Over half of the respondents stated that they were
not aggressive when they molested someone. That percent was 83.3 percent. The other
16.7 percent of the respondents stated that they are aggressive when they molest someone;
90 percent of the respondents feel that they are not violent when they molest someone.







1. When I sexually molest someone
I am under the influence of
alcohol.
Not True 9 30.0
Sometimes True 4 13.3
Very True 17 56.7
2. When I was sexually abused my
perpetrator was under the
influence of alcohol.
Not True 3 10.0
Sometimes True 5 16.7
Very True 22 73.3
When I sexually abuse
someone I drink beer.
Not True 12 40.0
Sometimes True 2 6.7
Very True 16 53.3
When I sexually abuse
someone I drink wine.
Not True 21 70.0
Sometimes True 2 6.7
Very True 7 23.3
I drink alcohol right before I
sexually abuse someone.
Not True 22 73.3
Sometimes True 3 10.0
Very True 5 16.7
6. I drink alcohol right after
I abuse someone.
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Not True 7 23.3
Sometimes True 12 40.0
Very True 11 36.7
7. When I was abused I was
drinking alcohol.
Not True 7 23.3
Sometimes True 1 3.3
Very True 9 30.0
1 3.3
12 40.0
In table four question one, findings were: out of 30 respondents there were 17
respondents who stated it was very true when they sexually molested someone they were
under the influence of alcohol; that percent was 56.7 percent of the population. There
were 9 respondents or 30 percent who stated that they were not under the influence of
alcohol when they sexually molested someone.
In table four question two, findings were: 30 percent of the population stated that
they were not under the influence of alcohol when they molested someone. There were
73.3 percent of respondents who stated that their perpetrators were under the influence of
alcohol when they were sexually abused; out of the 73.3 there were 22 respondents.
In table four question four, the findings were: out of the 30 respondents there were 5
respondents who stated their perpetrators were under the influence of alcohol; there were
16 respondents out of30 who stated that it was very true that when they drink beer they
were under the influence of alcohol; the percentage of respondents were 53.3. There
were 40 percent of respondents who stated that they drink beer when they sexually abuse
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someone; the number of respondents who stated the responses were not true was 12;
there were 6.7 percent of the respondents who stated that the responses were sometimes
true and; the responses were 2 out of 30. There were 70 percent who stated that they do
not drink wine when they molest someone.
There were 23.3 who stated that they drink wine when they molest someone; there
were 6.7 percent who stated that they also drink wine when they molest someone; over
half of the respondents stated that they do not drink alcohol right before they molest
someone; the percentage was 73.3 percent; there were 10.0 of the respondents who
states that they drink alcohol before they molest someone.
There were 16.7 percent of respondents who stated that they also drink alcohol before
they molest someone; there were 5 respondents who stated that the responses were very
true. There were 40.0 percent of responses who felt it was sometimes true that they drink
alcohol after they abuse someone. There were 23.3 who stated that is was not true that
they drink alcohol right before they molest someone.
There were 36.7 percent that felt it was very true that they drink alcohol right after
they molest someone. There were 7 respondents at 23.3 who stated that when they abuse
someone they also drink alcohol; there was 1 respondent at 5.6 percent who stated that
they were drinking alcohol when they were abused; 30.0 percent of 9 respondents stated
that they also drink alcohol when they are molested.
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The frequency findings were divided into three parts. The sections were sectioned by
the level of responses that were given by the respondents. The sections were not true,
sometimes true, and very true. Beginning at 4 and going to 8, there were 23 percent of
respondents who feels the level of child sexual abuse was not true. Starting at 10 and
going down to 14, the percentage of respondents who felt child sexual abuse was
sometimes true was 46.7 percent. And last but not least starting from 15 and going all the
way down to 20 the percentage of respondents who thought the child sexual abuse was
very true was 29.0. The total percentage was 100.0 percent of respondents who
participated in the questionnaire. There was not a particular program that needed in order
to test the two hypothesis because the questionnaire was direct and straight to the point





Q12 When I sexually molest someone I am under the influence of alcohol.
Q13 When I was sexually abused my perpetrator was under the influence of alcohol.
Q13
not true sometimes true very true row
.00 1.00 2.00 total
Q12 .00 1 2 6 9
11.1 22.2 66.7 30.0
not true 33.3 40.0 27.3
‘ 3.3 6.7 20.0
1.00 3 1 4
sometimes true 75.0 25.0 13.3
60.0 2.5
10.0 3.3
2.00 2 15 17
very true 11.8 88.2 56.7
66.7 68.2
6.7 50.2
column 3 5 22 30
total 10.0 16.7 73.3 100.0
Chi Square Value DF Significance
Pearson 13.47430
Likelihood Ratio 13.28974





Minimum Expected Frequency - .400
Cells with Expected Frequency < 5 - 7 of 9 (77.8%)
Number ofMissing Observations; 0
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The chi square findings were divided into three parts. The parts were sectioned by the
level of responses that were given by the respondents. The parts were true, sometimes
true, and very true.
One respondent out of 30 stated that they were not under the influence of alcohol
when they sexually molested someone and their perpetrators were not under the influence
of alcohol. Two respondents stated “not true” to being under the influence of alcohol
when they sexually abused someone and 2 stated their perpetrators were under the
influence of alcohol sometimes. Sbc of the respondents stated their perpetrators were
under the influence of alcohol and it was “very true” that they were under the influence of
alcohol when they sexually abused someone.
Three respondents stated that it was “sometimes true” that when they sexually abused
someone and it was “sometimes true” that when they were sexually abused their
perpetrators were under the influence of alcohol. One respondent stated that it was “very
true” that their perpetrators were under the influence of alcohol when they were sexually
abused and when they sexually abused someone they were sometimes under the influence
ofalcohol.
Two respondents stated it was “not true” that when they sexually abused someone they
were under the influence of alcohol and when they were sexually abused their perpetrators
was under the influence of alcohol. Half of the respondents stated it was “very true” when
they were sexually abused their perpetrators were under the influence of alcohol and when
they sexually abused someone it was “very true” that they were under the influence of
alcohol. The total number ofmissing observations were zero. The percentage of the total
respondents were 100%.
The significance outcome of the respondents was .00918 which indicates that there
was a very strong relationship between those who sexually abused while under the
influence ofalcohol and so was their abuser. Those who were sexually abused while they
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and their perpetrators were under the influence of alcohol are more likely to abuse
someone who is under the influence of alcohol.
CHAPTER 5
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Social psychological theory is useful in assessing factors related to child sexual abuse
and alcohol. There are many factors that contribute to child sexual abuse. However, the
social psychological theory enables social workers to better understand behaviors as well
as environmental deficits that contribute to child sexual abuse. Social psychological
theories are attribution theory, family systems theory, and social learning theory. Also
there were four other mentioned theories they are: emotional congruence, sexual arousal,
blockage, and disinhibition. This study also provided a framework for defining the
rationale as to how one becomes a sexual abuser.
Previous literature examined the relationship among families that abused alcohol.
Though many studies focused on physical abuse ofyounger children and few described the
psychological effects ofbeing sexually abused, relatively few extensively and primarily
investigate the relationship between alcohol use and child sexual abuse. However, upon
reviewing the results from this study, it was concluded that there is a statistically
significant relationship between child sexual abuse and alcohol use. The value of this
theory to social workers was its ability to point out societies underlying contributes to
on-going child sexual abuse in our communities. Possible interventions and service
deliveries can be developed and assessed based on the framework of the social
psychological theory.
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This study is related to other studies that are presently in the field of research.
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Limitations Of Study
This study dealt with the adolescent population and not adults. The findings of this
study were not representative of the entire sexual offender population. The sample size
was 30. Subjects were utilized for this research study based on their willingness to
participate. The sample was made up of only those older offenders fi’om one group home.
Also, the population used was a convenient sample, therefore it was not a true sample of
the offender population.
This study also failed to distinguish the number of sexual acts committed over a long
span oftime; (i.e. 2 years), as opposed to the 6 month time span in the questionnaire.
The outcome was that there was a significant relationship between child sexual abuse
and alcohol abuse. The results of the questionnaire were analyzed by fi'equency
distribution and chi-square. The literature review and the responses fi'om the
questionnaire supported the relationship between child sexual abuse and alcohol use.
Conclusion
The phenomenon of child sexual offenders is reaching record highs and is continuing to
grow. The large number of chronic offenders committing serious crimes is rising despite
current efforts to alleviate the problem. As indicated through the research, the population
of sexual offenders is in need of rehabilitation. This study was revealed that alcohol
factors are strongly related to child sexual abuse.
One could conclude that if one was not treated one would more likely be in need of
services such as: counseling, parental education, community outreach, and or family
therapy. Unless one was treated one would continue to contribute to the problem ofchild
sexual abuse and alcohol. Child sexual offender’s social history and psychological
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functioning must be assessed upon entering into the prison or group homes in hopes of
providing appropriate rehabilitative efforts and after-care treatment. The understanding of
child sexual abuse and alcohol ofjuvenile offenders will help social workers to provide
needed interventions and community resources in the quest of combating child sexual
abuse among children.
CHAPTER SIX
IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE
With the problem ofchild sexual abuse on the rise in society, social workers must
develop interventions that address the direct causes ofchild sexual abuse. Social workers
in the field ofcorrelation must become aware of the alcohol that bring about continuous
behavior in order to address solutions to reduce child sexual abuse crimes.
Social workers must be able to evaluate theory on logical consistency, conceptual
clarity, and empirical evidence for optimal ability to generating effective programs, service
delivery, and intervention methods. It is ofgreat importance that social workers develop
effective procedures for detention of early signs of sexual abuse when developing social
policies aimed at treatment for juvenile sexual offenders and their families. Social work
leadership in the expansion of community and counseling services for young sexual
offenders and their families is greatly needed. Social workers must be able to effectively
provide services for the family members and the victims of sexual abuse. Whether the
abuse is of an adult or a child there must be programs set in place to adequately assess all
situations that may have occurred in the abuse and with whom. This problem as well as
other very important problems that take place within society also need the same
effectiveness as to all problems. This research contributes to the field of social work due
to similar research being previously researched in the past by former researchers. As
social workers one could see this type of abuse taking place within society more often than
anyone can possibly imagine. More programs are needed to deal with these issues so that
the victims and the family members can begin to heal fiom there abuse. Social workers
should perform outreach in communities to educate members of society
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concerning the reality of child sexual abuse and alcohol use and how their situations
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Study OfThe Relationship Between Child Sexual Abuse And Alcohol Abuse
To All Participants ofThis Study;
The purpose of this questionnaire is to identify the child sexual abuse related to
alcohol. This survey was prepared in conjunction with my thesis requirement for
graduation at Clark Atlanta University’s School of Social Work. All information obtained
from this survey is confidential. All who participate in this study will do so on a voluntary
basis. The results of this study will be included in my thesis, which will be seen only by
myself, my thesis supervisor, and faculty members of the School of Social Work. Your
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This questionnaire is designed to measure the sexual abuse you have delivered upon
someone and the sexual abuse someone has delivered upon you. It is not a test, so there
are no right or wrong answers. Answer each item as carefully and as accurately as you




1. How old are you?





3. What is your gender?
4. What is the last grade of school you attended?
Elementary ^Junior High ^High School
5. I have committed sexual acts I was not arrested for?
6. I have committed sexual acts in the past 6 months.
- 7. I try to control my sexual behaviors.
8. I try to control myself from sexually abusing someone.
9. I was sexually molested as a child.10. I am aggressive when I molest someone.11. I am violent when I sexually molest someone.12. When I sexually molest someone I am under the influence of alcohol.13. When I was sexually abused my perpetrator was under the influence of alcohol.14. When 1 sexually abuse someone 1 drink beer.15. When I sexually abuse someone I drink wine.16. I drink alcohol right before I sexually abuse someone.17. I drink alcohol right after I abuse someone.18. When I was abused I was drinking alcohol.
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